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The PRESLDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read provers,

ASSENT TO EILL.

Messuge from the Lieut.-Governor received
amd read notifying assent to the Supply
Bill (Ne. 1), £2,200,000,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. . Seddon, leave of
absence for six conzecutive sittings granted
ta Hon. J, Cornell (South) on the ground
of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 13th August.

HON. &¢. B. WOOD (Kast) [4.35]: Be-
fore proceeding with my remarks, I wish
to express my appreciation of the many
kindnesses extended to me by members on
my election ro Parliament, Partienlarly do
I appreeinte the remarks of JMr, Baxter,
Mr. Piesse and Mr. Angelo, and their kindly
references to my late father, Not only do
T appreciate those remarks, but members of
my family have also appreciated them. I
wish to refer to one or two matters of vital
importance to the provinee I represent, as
well as to the State. T represent a huge
provinee, in which are contained many pri-
mary industries. I am naturally concerned
about the wellare of the people engaged in
these industries. Many of our wheat farmers
are produeing real wealth for the State,
and the State iz exizting npon it, but they
themselves are not in a happy condition as
regards comforts, finances, or general pros-
perity. Many of them are merely existing
upan their farms, working long hours, liv-
ing in inferior houses, their wives and child-
ren notb reeeiving the comforts due to them,
and they themselves not receiving an ade-
quate reward for their labours. We have
the sorry pasition of leing posscssed of
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2,700 abandoned farms. I say positively we
cannot permit that state of affairs o exist
indefinitely without wmaking a determined
effort to re-occupy some of those that are
within the safe rainfall area. I would not
suggest re-occupying cvery abandoned farm,
but there are many which we eannot afford
to allow to remain as they are at present,
breeding grounds for grasshoppers, rabbits,
and other vermin, Another task also con-
fronts us, We have to consolidate the posi-
tion of those who are remaining on their
farms. Many of them are sadly in need of
assistanee for the rceonditioning of their
machinery and the purchase of more horses.
I am opposed to the use of the Rural Relief
Fund for ecither of these purposes. I con-
sider that fund is inadequate for the rehabi-

litation of the farming industry.  Many
farmers, partieularly in  the north-
eastern  wheathelt, have lost all their

horses, while others have lost half their teams
through troubles ensuing upon drought.
This State has built up in good times essen-
tial transport services to cope wilh the
53,000,000-bushel yield of some years ago.
We cannot afford to carry on these services
without considerable retrenchment, especially
it our wheat yield this vear does not execced
23,000,000 bushels. The surest way to cope
with the sitnation is to agnin increase our
yield to 53,000,000 bushels. We are all
very glad of the assistance the State has
received from the goldmining industry. As
a result of that, this State is enjoying a
certain amount of prosperity, and the going
is more or less good. Now is the lime to
take advantage of that prosperity, and place
our ather primary induvstries on o suver
foundation, The time has come when we
will have to depend upon our wheat and
wool to earry us through. We are very
grateful, too, for what has been done throngh
the Rural Relief Fund., That, however, is
ouly a drop in the ocean compared with
what is required fo put the wheat and other
industries in a good position. We must have
more money for the rehabilitation of our
farming industry. The Rural Relief schene
is not for rehabilitation; it is only a debt
adjustment scheme, and one that has not
done very much good. One can say that
75 per cent. of the wealth of the State comes
from our rural industries. Notwithstanding
that, those industries have only about 30 per
cent. of the representation in TParliament.
I appeal f{fo legislators, other than
those representing rural interests, for sym-
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After viewing the ctaims of various country
fowns, it seems to me that Merredin is
deserving of favourable consideration when
a decision is being reached regarding the
site for the new high school. Mention is
made in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech of the
increased supply of electricity that will he
available when the extension of the Fast
Perth power honse plant has heen com-
pleted. It is suggested that all the re-
quirements in that respeet will be fulfilled
when that work is completed. I hope
that thai  will cover the requirements
of the hill distriets, and that mains
will he extended to Glen Forrest and,
if possible, to Mundaring. A large number
of penple reside in those districts and I am
confident that much power will he utilised
in fulfilling their requirements and, in von-

sequence. considerably inereased revenue
will be reaped by the department. Tn fact,

T helieve that the serviee there will he self-
supporting. I was disappointed to note
that no mention was made in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech regarding the intention
of the Government to introduce mnrketing
legislation. It is desivable that the small
produeers, partienlarly those whea deal in
perishahle articles, shall be provided with
proteciive legislation, so that their industries
may he controlled. T do not suggest price-
fixing when I refer io the neeessity for
marketing lerislation, nor have T in mind
anything that will conflict in anv way with
Secrion 82 of the Constitution. The ege
producers and pouliry farmers generally ve-
quire the establishment of a marketing
hoard, and legislation along the lines of the
Victorian Act would be most desivable,
Under that Aect those connected with any
individual industry ean seek the protection
of the legislation and their activities ean be
controlled by o board of producers, men who
Enow something about the indusfry con-
verned.  Although there is no refevence of
that description in the Speech, I hope that
the Government will introduce legislation
slope the lines T have indieated. A serious
position confronts certain indunstries to-day,
in respect to supplics and prices for bran
and pollard.  The millers of Western Aus-
tralia, in order to provide suflicient bran
and pollard for those engaged in the various
ailied industries, including poultrymen, pig
raisers and dairymen, require a certain
volume of export trade. Ounr millers are
operatine at a distinet disadvantage conm-
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pared with the millers in the BEastern States,
where they bave a “through-the-mill” rate.
Althongh our millers did enjuy a similar
provision at one time, it was taken away
from them in 1914. If our millers had the
henefit of that particular rate, it would mean
assistance to them to the extent of 8s. per
ton. Although that does not seem much, it
would place them on a more ennitable foot-
ing with the producers in the Eastern States.
Some time ago the then Premier (Hon. P.
Collier}, during the course of a breadeasted
speech, emphasised the faet that lhe Gov-
ernment had assisted the tunber industry by
granting a recbate in respect of railway
freights amounting to a large sum. No one
would object to that assistance, but T main-
tain that il the Govermment could render
that help to the timber industry, they could
alse afford to assist the flour-milling in-
dustey.  Any sacrifice that might he made
in order to render that assistance, would
mean that the Government would he more
than ecompensated becaunse of the extra
freight that would he received on the State
ships in connection with the export of timber
to Singapore, while it would mean more
wages for the wharf lumpers, more work for
the raihvay men, and advantages in other
indirect ways. In addition to that, theve
would he the increased avenwes of employ-
ment for mill hands. I hope that, in the
interests of all concerned, attention will he
given to the milling industry and assistance
rendered by the provision of the “through-
the-milt® rate. T was surprised that no
mention was made in the Lieut-Governer's
Speech of provision for a new huilding for
the Agricultural Department. Anyone ac-
aquainted with the condition of the present
huilding must be aware that it constitutes
a disgrace to the State. The premises are
not fit to house the smallest and least im-
portant department, whatever that may be,
let alone a department that is the most
important in a State of primary produe-
tion. No fitting laboratory is available to
enable the officials to carry out necessary
research work. At the present time the
presence of toxie paralysis in our stoek, and
the ravages of the red-legged mite in our
pastures, are taking their toll and no rea-
sonable expense should he spared in at-
tempting to find remedies. We cannot
expect our doctors and professors to carry
out research work in the present dreadful
buildings. and T {rust that something will
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be done in the near future to remedy the
existing unsatisfactory state of affairs.
Dealing with transport matters, the State
Transport Ce-ordination Aet, while in it-
selt a desirable measure, requires drastic
amendment. It operates exceedingly harshly
with regard to some of the smaller primary
producers. Quite recently some of our
apiarisis were told that they could not
convey clarified honey to Perth, although
they could cart erude honey to the waorks
at York where the article was clarified.
That honey is not manufactured in York,
but merely elavified, and I fail to see why
any sueh restrigtion should be placed upon
the apiarists.

Hon, A, Themson: Don’t you think they
were very fortunate to be allowed to eart
their crude honey to York?

Hon. (. B. WOOD: Perhaps that is so,
but these people are being hampered in
their activities. 'They arc operating at
Manjimup, New Noreia, and other centres,
and while they arc permitted to convey
erude honey, they are not permitted to
transport their clarified produet. Those
apiarists say it is not ceonomical to use
the railways, and in those civecumstances
they will he forced to leave their homes
and their operations generally and move to
the ecity. That means enforced central-
isation, which is very undesirable. Tt will
also mean inereasing the price of their pro-
duct. Surely to goodness there are troubles
enough already without making conditions
any harder. I understund that some dairy-
men in the South-West have been instrueted
that they eannot transport their milk sup-
plies; yet people who ave within a certain
radius of the eity are permitted to do so.
Why should not the people in the outer
country districts be allowed to cart their
milk to Perth just as much as these living
nearer to the metropolis? I hope that mat-
ter will receive consideration too. It is
interesting to note that the Government
have authorised an inquiry by a speeial
committee info the desirability of remov-
ing the lazaret at Wooroloo, and as that
matier is being considered now, further
comment on my part might be ruled out of
order. In passing, however, I might rey
mark that the residents of Wooroloo are
anxiously awaiting the findings of the com-
mittee. The Clovernment are to be com-
mended upon their action in assisting in
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the provision of three hospitals in the
country districts. I refer to Gnowangernp,
Merredin and Manjimup. While I have not
inspected the Gnowangerup and Manjimup
hospitals, I ean assure the House that the
Merredin hospital is a eredit to the State.
The buildings are remarkably fine. The
lacal people found some of the moncey
neeessary for the institution, and the Gov-
ernment rendered assistance as well. 1
am glad to scu that the Flying Doctor
Seheme has received assistance from ihe
Government. As a resident of the North-
West for many years, I know what a won-
derful boon the scheme must be to the
people residing in that part of the State.
Lately we have heard talk regarding the
desirability of recommeneing the introdue-
tion of assisted migrants to Australia. I
hope nothing will be done along those lines
until our own youth unemployment prob-
lem has heen solved and our own people
placed on full-time work. Either that, or
we should wait until the position has re-
verted to what it was in pre-depression
days. Perhaps something could be done to
induce people possessed of a little eapital
to come out and settle on some of our
abandoned farms. I would not be a party
even to that unless the properties eould
be given to the newcomers on extrentely
favourable terms. I think some of the
holdings could, practically speaking, be
given away. If any system of migration is
embarked upon in the future, I trust that
a very careful selection of migrants will
be made. DMost of our troubles—ai any
rate with our land schemes, especially the

group settlement scheme — have been
due to the very poor type of im-
migrant  despatched to Australia. I

do not suggest that all the migrants were
of an inferior type, but I have had con-
siderable experience with them. In my
opinion at least 50 per c¢ent. of them should
have been retained in England. Turning to
another serious problem, T am very much
afraid that we will be confronted by an-
other invasion of locusts in the north-eastern
parts of the wheat nrven. The farmers there
are not in a financial position to cope with
the pest, and some concrete assistanee should
he vendered them immediately. T understand
that the Beneubbin Road Board is prepared
lo carry out certain work if the Government
will provide some assistance. The Gov-
ernment Entomologist, Mr, Newman, has
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visited that district, and I am afraid his
poliey has in view the protection of the pre-
sent ¢rop, The problem is far greater than
that. It is a State matter, and uvnless some
most determined action is taken in the near
future, a very serious position will con-
front us. I know of one small area where
the holdings of about six different farmers
are surrounded by abandoned Agricultural
Bank holdings comprising some 40,000 acres.
Those half dozen settlers are in an inpos-
sible position and cannot hope to cope with
the loenst pest under sueh conditions. IL is
realised that the abandoned farms are the
breeding grounds for loeusts or grasshop-
pers, and { urgently appeal to the Govern-
ment to take action in that respect in the
near future. If action i3 not taken, the
problem will before long develop into a mueh
move scricas one, and conditions may arise
under which it will be practically useless to
endeavour to cope with it. Before conclud-
ing, T desire to touch on a few Federal mat-
ters that I eonsider are of vital importanece
to Western Australin. T notice that the Fed-
era] Aid Roads Grant is to he extended, and
that negotiations are to he entered into with
the Federal Government. T hope that when
negotiations are in progress beiween the
Goveinments, an understanding will be
arrived at in regard to the petrol tax. That
tax wns imposed some years age with the
idea of making main roads, and we know
that only about 3d. a gallon of the tux has
been used for that purpose. The remainder
has gone into Consolidated Revenue, In the
vears 1934 and 1935 Western Australia was
paid £200,000 Jess than was taken away in
petrol tax, and 1 do hope that when nego-
tiations are in progress this aspeet will be
ziven serious consideration. Touehing that
£200,000 I think it would bave kept on
full-time work very many workers who have
been nnd are still being emploved on part-
time work. Much has heen said lately as
to the merits and demerits of the Federal
Government's action in imposing tariffs on
imported foreign goods. Tt appears to me
that the Federnl Government had to come
to the point of deciding very definitely who

was fo be given consideration hetween
Enaland and foreign countries. We know
that the woolgrowers have been hit the

hardest, bhecause Japan appears to be the
only country that instituted reprisals. We
slill have to aecept the fact, though, that
England is our hest customer for wool, and
England buys wmany of our other produeis
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as well—fat lambs, dried fruits, eggs, bul-
ter, chilled beef, cte.—which Japan does not
buy from us. 1t behoves us all to take a
broad view of the position and look at it,
not only from the material but from a senti-
mental and defence viewpoint, while not for-
gefting the fact that the standard of living
of many of our workers, partieularly in the
Eastern Stales, is being undermined by the
importation of cheap foreign goods. We
have reason to believe that England will
trade with us to help us, and Japan wilk
trade with us to help Japan. The findings
of the Privy Council Appeal ave very dis-
appointing to our producers, particularly
those in the dried fruits and dairying in-
dustries. It is a natter for surprise ip
producers that the Government of a primary
producing State should have intervened in
that case and assisted Mr. James and hix
friends in his fight against the dried fruits
industi y. While I am prepared to
admit that the Government were not
interested tn Mr. James, but rather inter-
vened with the idea of maintaining State
rights, it scems & great pity that this should
be done at the expense of very imporiant
primary industries, It took inany years to
eot that legislation through, and it is a great
pity that it has all gone by the board. No
doubt judring by the trend of cvents In
Furope, and particularly what we hear over
the wireless sometines {rom foreign coun-
tries, many of us wili be thinking of some-
thing clse in the near future rather than of
our immediate domestic affairs.  For in-
stance, we may have something more to
think about than whether we are going
to get 4s. for our wheat or 1s. for wool.
1 vefer to the possibility of war. Kastern
States Parliamentarians have told wme that
it seems likely a measure for compulsory
military training will be introduced in the
Federal House in the near future, although
I noticed that Sir Archdale Parkhill denied
this. Tt is our duty as citizens in this Siate
to edurate people us to the necessity for the
introduction of such legislation, go that when
it comes along they will be ready for it,
and take it 2 theyv should take it. While at
ihis early stage in my Parvliamentary carecr
it would he presumptuous of me to criticise
the Govermment, T must admit that T am
very disappointed in the Licut.-Governor's
Speech, T was struck by the fact that there
its nothing in it to lead us to believe that
any assistance will be given to our wheat
industry, and other primary industries.



124

Mention has heen made of fufure activity
i the mining areas, such as a roiiway at
Cue and new pipelines to Norseman and
other mining distriets. Perth is to have more
sewerage, trolly buses, drninage, water sup-
plies, educational facilities and electrieity.
While we know that all these things are
desirable, even in a prospereus city like
Perth and for the prosperons mining in-
dustry, we are naturally very disappointed
that nothing has been said to lead us to be-
lieve that uny assistance will be given to
some of our rural industries. Surely our
farming industries from which se much
wealth eomes, but whieh in themselves are
not very wenlthy, are descrving of a litfle
agsistance! The Government should have
learnt during the reecent drounght the desir-
abiiity of u mueh more adequate waler
supply in the eountry than exists at present.
T Ao hope that though these questions ave not
mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech,
the Government will give all the relief that
is necessary to the people coneerned and
the industries that have suffered and are still
suffering through no fault of their own, I
thank hon, members for the patient and
tolerant hearing they have given me.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.7]: I
join in the congratulations to the two
new members who have Dbeen elected to
this Iouse and in condoling with the
two unfortunates in their defeat. Two
things struck me at the opening of Parlia-
ment, which I may be permitted to mention.
The first was the dreadfol oversrowding.
The time has eome when the nuniber of in-
vitations should be limited. The opening
ceremony las become more like a football
mateh every vear, and T do think we should
fimit the number of people invited to the
gallertes. I am not talking ohout the invi-
tations to the floor. ‘I'hat, Sir, is your pigeon
and T nniderstand that vou bear the cxpense
of it. But it is wmosl diflicult io obtain a
cup of tea and the scrum that takes place is
most andignified.

Hon. C. B, Williams: What was the posi-
tion in the har?

Hon. L. CRAIG: 1 did not go into the
har. I was not able to get there; it was so
crowded. The position was such that T sent
my blue tickets to my boys at school. I
would certainly not invite ladies to come to
the gallery. I sent my tickets to my boys
at the school and told them to put on their
footy togs if they wanted to get a cup of
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tea. Why not limit the number of invita-
tions and allow the proceedings to be a
little more dignified and less crushed? One
other small thing struck me as out of date,
although perhaps I am out of place in men-
tioning it. I noticed that when the Chief
Commissioner was addressing the two
Houses, he started ofl, “Mr, President, Hon-
ourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Coun-
cil and Members of the Legislative Assem-
by Now that might have been all right
a hundred or two hnndred years ago, but I
think the time has come when our enstoms
should be reviewed, I am a great believer
in {raditions and customs when they are
sensible but not when they are out of date.
I noliced that at this particular introduction
some of our worthy friends from another
place fittered like a lob of schoolboys. It
created a lot of mirth and the opening of
Pavliament is not a place for the ecroation
of mirth. I think the time has eome when
some of these matters might be reviewed with
a view to coming down to onr more or less
matter of faet doys. 1t is a rather
foolish expression, “IHonourable Gentlemen
of the Tegislative Council and Mem-
bers  of the Logislative  Assembly.”
At mess dinners in the army, more for a
joke than anvthing else, those present may
he addressed as “Gentlemen of the Light
Horse and men of other units.” That
kind of thing ereates mirth, and that is jost
what takes place here at the opening of
Parliament where we hear “Hon. gentlemen
of the Legislative Council and Members of
the Legislative Assembly.” 1 think that is
foolish and we should bring this method of
nddressing members of hoth Houses to some-
thing moere reasonable. 1 do not suggest
how it should be done; 1 leave that to the
people who know more ahout it.

The Honorary Minister: Would vou eall
them all “gentlemen.”

Hon. 1., CRAIG: I would say “Tlon.
memhers of the Legislative Coeuncil and the
Legislative Assembly.”  That would he
hetter and certainly wonld not cause mirth
amongst the gentlemen who stand at the
back of the Chamber. 1 am going to touch
on another subject which is not popular. I
consider the time has arrived wlhen some-
thing should be done towards the completion
of Parhament House. 1t is ahout 35 vears
since the construction was fiest begun, and
still we find the same projecting pieces of
ealvanised ivon at the end of the walls that
were there when [ was a boy attending
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gchool.  In South MNustralia the Government
are =pending no less than £236,000 on com-
pleting Parliament House.

Hon, G. ¥raser: And they are still using
the temporary part.

Hon. [. CRALG: 1 un not complaining
about this part ot the building we are now
in. 1 have not seen a better chamber any-
where: but under the Factories and Shops
Act we should be liable for compelling the
members of the “llansard” stafl to work
under trying econditions during the summer
monihs in a galvanised iron structure. It is
time we toolk a stand on this question, A
start should be made to compicte the build-
ing and | hope the Government will not lose
sight of the fact that more and bettor
accommodation is required.  When the huild-
ing trade was at a standstill attention should
have been puid to the need for completing
the structure. At any rate, it is not too late
now to make a commencement in the divee-
tion of making Parliament Honse what it
should he,

Member: Why not spend something on
new buoildings for the Agricultural Depart-
ment?

Hon, L. CRAIG: T know it will be said
that the money could hetter ha spent on
water schemes for the country and new
roads, but ihat is no reason why something
should not be done towards completing this
building,

Ion. .J. Nicholson: In 1929 a resolution
was passed in {his House favouring the
completion of Parliament Mouse to com-
memorate the centenary.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Perth is becoming a
large and dignified eity. We have beautiful
schools, and so why should not the city he
eraced with a betfer structore for the legis-
Jature? At the present time when one enters
the corridor the smell of potatoes and eah-
bage in the proeess of ¢noking indieate what
one is to have for lunch. Western Australia
should have something hetter than that, and
I hope the Government will consider the
advisahility of havine plans prepared for
the carvly completion of the huilding.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The plans were all
prepared, bat cash was wanung.

Hon. I.. CRAYG: There has been talk
of want of cash for 20 vears. I shomld
say £40,000 or £30,000 would make this a
highly presentable building.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: The foundation stone
was laid 25 years ago.
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Hon, L, CRAIG: Tt is time that we had
a dignified and decent-looking place, and
that the people who work hers had deeent
conditions to work under. Xow I wish to
refer to faxation, more particularly to taxa-
tion as it affects North-Westers. Unfortun-
alely, some vears assessments have eome in
at the rate of two annually. ‘This touches
me personnily, so I do know something aboui
the matter. Like many other people
interested in the North-West, I received
my income fax assessment for the Tear
1934-35 in January of 1936, about six
months ago. The 1934 year was the best
which obtained in the North-West for years.
There was n good scazon with decent prices,

and s¢  squatters had reasonably larze
inromes,  Assessients for that good year
were received in Janwary of 1936. Con.

seeuently the deduetion of that amount—
and it was a big sum-—comes in a year when
income is nil, when sheep are dying in
thonsands and squatters have no income.
Pirst of all, syuatters have to pay this while
the drought is on, ani, secondly, the dedue-
tions eome in a year when one does not want
a deduction, Had that ineome tax assess-
ment been received when it should have
heen reeeived—that is, in June of 1935—
the deduction wonld have come in when
there was income to pay it. Xow a large
sum has to be paid during a year when theve
is nop income.  Again, the nssessment for the
vear ended 30th June, 1935, was received in
July. T myselt had two assessments in six
months, Both those assessments have to he
paid, and hoth of them ave substantial. A=<
is well known, there is an emergency tax ot
%d., which in itself represents a eonsider-
able sum. Those taxes have to be paid dur-
ine a period of the severest dronght the
North-West has cver known. And the de-
ductions are «uite uvseless, for in the years
endeed 30th June, 1936, and 30th June, 1437,
there will be na income tax at all to poy.
Those two vears will be no good to the
Treasury. T do not know whether the fault
lies with the (Government or with the Taxa-
tion Department. hut the present systemn is
hizhly disturbinz to squatters. These people
have either a pretty big income or no in-
eome at all.  This year two big taxes have
to be paid when the squatters ean ill-afford
the payments. The same thing has hap-
pened hefore. T know I have had a big slug.
and many others who are paying more than
I do wake the same ecomplaints. While
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on the gquestion of taxation, I do hope a new
taxing mcasure will be introduced, hecause
the present Aet is utterly out of date. A
large proportion of the incomes on which
Wwe are now paying taxation represents in-
erense of stock which has subsequently died,
In making out assessments, one has to allow
for increase of stoek. Tor the purposes of
Federal taxation one can more or less fix
one’s gwn price for a lamb or a calf. But
for State taxation onc has to allow 10s
for a sheep, £4 for n calf, and £3 for a horse,
One can imagine a dairy farmer starting off
with 20 cows and getting 20 calves; the day
the calves are dropped he has to show an
income of £80 for them. Certainly many
of the people affected are knoeking those
calves on the head. I myself have done so,
whether the calf was a heifer or a bull. I
am not showing the value of those calves,
but the small dairy farmer who rears his
calves does. TIn the dairy areas calves are
mostly born hetween April and the end of
June, and for each of those calves he has to
show a net income of £4, whereas the true
value {s not 10s, The position is mest un-
Just. There is not a sheep in the North-
West worth 10s. to-day. Lately we have
been selling a lot of sheep, and have netted
aboul 6s. on themt. However, on the day a
lamb is dropped, it is assessed for State
taxation purposes at 10s. The horse has an
assessed value of £3—£1 less than a ealf.
The whole thing is ridienlous, I do hope
that the Bill which is to be introduced will
fix reasonable values for inerease of stoek.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Bill to be intro-
duced is really a unifying measure with the
Commonwealth Act.

Hon. L. CRATG: The present position is
most unjust, and makes it quite impossible
to keep one’s books properly and in ac-
cordance with the rcquirements of the Tax-
ation Department. For my part, I try to
do so. The differences hetween State values
and Comumonwenlth values cause one’s
hooks to go all astray. I hope the Govern-
ment will resist the clamour which i3
bound to be made for the raising of excmp-
tion {rom financial emergency tax to the
level of the basic wage or even higher.
Western Australia is going to suffer con-
siderably by reduced taxation during the
next few years. Tt will take many vears
fo bring the =quatting fraternity back to
an income tax paying basis. Many stations
whieh shore 20,000 sheep last year are now
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down to 3,000 or 6,000. To restore the
numbers will take many wvears. On the
averaging system, ineome tax is averaged
over a period of five years.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The rate is averaged
over threc years.

Hon. L. CRAIG: In my case, it is five
yvears. There will be a definite shortage
of income tax from that sounrce, a source
which yielded rather plentifully. The Gov-
ernment will require all the extra tax
money that is available. It must not be
forgotten that people to-day on the basie
wage ave not the poor people. I hold in
principle that everyone should pay taxa-
tion in times of crisis or emergeney. The
fact of having a financial emergency toax
in foree suggests that we still live in a
period of emergency. It would he a shame
to keep on raising the exemption as the
basic wage rises, beecause snch exemption
wounld include a good many people who do
not live on wages only. The time has come
when all persons on the hasic wage or above
it should pay something towards the cost
of governing the country. This would
operate harshly, I believe, in the South-
West Division, where basic wage earners
have received an inerease of 1s. 3d. where-
as the taxation would amount te 1s. 4d., so
that such poople wounld be a penny a week
worse off than before. I do hope, though,
that sueh people will not be altogethey
exempt from taxation. There is a hardy
annaa)l of mine whieh I must repeat, not
having bad a reply to my question, although
T have been asking it for three years. Why
is it necessary to charge settlers on repur-
chased cstates G per cent. interest? The
hank vate has risen to 5% per cent. for
averdrafts, bubt it was down to f[ive per
cent. Returned soldiers settled on repur-
chased estates are paying 4 per cent. But
the poor individual who has bought a farm
on a repurchased estate is still paving
six per eent. to the Government. I have
not yet had a reply from the Government
as to why that iz neeessary. It has been
said that the money for the purchase of
the estates was borrowed at a higher rate.
Well, we have borrowed millions of money
at higher rates and written them off, If
it is necessary to have legislation restrict-
ing the righls of mortgagees and control-
ling rates, surely some of that legislation,
in some form, should apply to the Govern-
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ment, No reduction whatever has been
made in the rate of interest charged in
connection with repurchased estates. Mr.
Wood touched on a point which [ desive
to mention—the infervention of the Gov-
ernment in the James case. That inter-
vention was most uncalled for and quite
unnecessary, though I do not nelieve that
it had anything to do with the result. Our
CGiovernment was biuffed into it. Astate
little Tasmania, with nothing to lese and
everyvthing to gain by a dedision in favour
of James, induced our (iovernment to put
up money belonging to our people for the
purpose of fighting the case, and greatly
to the detriment of Western Australin.
Tasmania neither produced dried fruits nor
exported butter. We in this State pro-
duce large nuantities of dried fruit and ave
exporters of hutter. The deeision may have
a serious effect on Western Ausiralian pro-
ducers. The result has not been felt yef,
because voluniary agreements are still
maintaining prices; but this marketing con-
trol may break down at any time. ¥or the
benefit of hon. members generally, I wish
to point out what has taken plnee in the
dried fruits industry since marketing con-
trol has been in vogue; and this applies
to the butter industry as well. When con-
trol first came into force, the dried fruits
industry was on the peint of collapse, and
something had to be done. TFirst of all, it
must be clearly understood that the dried
fruits industry is an export industry; 85
per cent. of the production is exported,
home consumption accounting for only 15
per cent. The trade in Great Britain af
that time was chaotic. To-day in Britain
there is an orderly system of marketing.
With New Zealand and Canada very little
trade was done. Nowadays those two
countrics are buying nearly 18,000 tons
annually. Shipping freights, prior teo
control of the industry, were 70s.
per cubic ton. Those rates have now been
reduced to 50s. per ton. I am trying to
point out that these improvements were all
due to the fact that the industry speaks with
one voice, instead of the condition of the
industry being chaotic and each State fight-
ing for itself; for instance, goods from
Western Australia being sent over to the
Eastern States

Hon. G. W_ Miles: Dried fruits are com-
ing herc from the Eastern States now, I
believe.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Only in very small
quantities, I understand. Since the decision
in the James eose, there is nothing to pre-
veni the whole of Western Austraka’s re-
quircments in the form of dried fruitc being
dumped here from the East, and var own
product having to be sent oversea fur sale
at world prices, I wish to point ont how an
industry speaking with one voice has the
power to get something, whereas an indua-
try divided against itself never secares any-
thinax, never gets anywhere. With control,
the Australian industry has been able to
reduce shipping freights from 70s. to H0s.
per eubie ton. Storage in Great Britain
was cheapened and marketing trouble was
controlled. At the {ime previous to market-
ing control, there was no preference, cither
in Canada or in New Zealand for Common-
wealth goods such as dried fruits, whereas
to-day there is preference in Canada to the
extent of £18 13s. 4d. per ton of Australian
dricd fruits, and in New Zealand a prefer-
enee of £9 6s. 8& per ton. Preference in
Great Britain was at that time one-sixth of
£7 per ton on sullanas, onec-sixth of £2
on currants, To-day the preference is £10
10s. per ton on sultanas and £2 per ton
on currants, and go on. 1 have a lot of
matter here, for the control board cxamined
the method of marketing =ales all over
Britain and elsewhere. Under the James
case, all that is broken down, and James, a
merchant, ean buy from anyone he likes,
and dumyp the whole of the stuff in Western
Australia. Our Government, at considerable
expense, financed counsel in London to fight
the casc for James against the Common-
wealth, for fear of the powers the Common-
wealth might have. But the Commonwealth
have had those powers for a long fime and
have never abused them, and surely some-
thing clse might have been done to allow
the system to go on under the control the
Commonwealth have, and then alter the
powers of the Commonwealth Government,
or fix those powers to those industries. Now
it is suggested that we have a referendum
to give the Commonwealth Government
limited powers. Buot we know there is no
possible chance of that being agreed to by
the States, that is, by a majority of the peoplo
in the majority of the States. The only
other thing is an excise duty. That may
have the desired effect for the whole of Aus-
tralia, but it is going to be detrimental to
Western Australia. To begin with, in
Western Australia we were producing omr
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cown butter and dried fruits, and had our
own contrn] scheme. Under excize, we will
eontribnie heavily to the producers in the
other States,  According io the figures for
two years ago, consumers in Western Aus-
tralia in that year wounld have contributed
£40,000 to the producers in the other States.
That was because 1s. 3d. was fixed in Aus-
tralia as the selling price, while the price
in London was about 9d. per 1b. So the
Eastern States butter may come into Western
Australia, and be soid at 1s. 3d. a 1L, while
Western _\ustralinn  butter, which may
ot be quite up to the standard of the Kast-
ern States product, will be exported to
London and sold at 9d. per Ib.  So the pro-
duger in Western Australia may receive an
average of 9d. per Ih. for a great quantity
of butter, while the producer in the Eastern
States may get 1s. 3d. per 1b., the difference
being paid for by the eonsnmers of Western
Australia. Thus the Wesiern Anstralian con-
sumer will he again paving throuch the neek
and, instead of the extra money heing paid
to the Western Australian produeer, it will
o to the Kastern States. 'This is what, in
all likelihood, we shall have as a vesnlt of
the James case, whereas we have had our
marvket left alone te the extent of as mueh
butter as we ourseives can  produce, and
there was sent over from the Eastern Stales
only suflicient to make up the loeal shortage.
All that is now gone sinee this unforfunate
James case. I understand we have a volun-
tary agreement which will maintain the
present position: but it only requires one
man to break away, and there will he a wild,
helter-skelter by each producer to sell ag
much as he can. It was very inconsiderate
indeed for the Government of Wesiern Ans-
tralia to spend money to fight a case asainst
the producers of Western Anstralia, Now
T wish to say a few words on the subject of
the proposed 40-hour week. T am not speak-
g as one with a great deal of knowledze,
but it seems to me fto be wrong that in a
huge State like Wesiern Australia we shonld
talk about reducing hours to 40 per week.
T as well as other members, perhaps more
than most, would like to see reasonable honrs
worked, and 1t may be necessary in some
imdnstries, T mean secondarv industries, to
reduce hours. For instance. T understand
that an operative in a boot factory, by means
of a modern machine, can make three times
as many pairs of boots as he ecould have
made ten Years ago. That may be so, but in
Western Australia theve are thousands of
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niles of road to make and millichs of acres
of land to develop, so we should not agree to
# weneral reduction in hours becanse a few
sccondary indunstries desire it.  Surely 43
hours per week is not too mueh fo expect a
man to work! The cheapening of produc-
tion in secondary industries or, at all events,
the bulk of it, shonld go to cheapen the cost
of eommodities to the people. 1 do not see
that the 40-honr week in secondary indus-
tries is going to help the State, and on the
other hand I am sure it will have a very
prejudicial effect on other industvies. This
sort of legislation seems to be going on from
vear to yenr. The basic wage has been in-
crensed, hours of labour have been shortened
for all those in secondary industries. 1t has
happened in other countries of the world,
highly industrialised countries, wheve the
agrieultural industry has become no more
than a peasants’ industry. We do not want
that sort of thing heve.

TTon, V. Hamersley: We shall be wunting
a coolie industry nest,

MHon. L. CRAIG: What we want is an
enlightened and happy industey. The Gov-
cenment should give this latesy  proposal
very serious consideration hefore acquicseing
i it. We cannot expeet farmers to work
the long hours thex do when other men are
to work uvnly 40 hours per week. Yet the
long hours worked hy fhe farmey arve quite
neressary ; it he is to he successtul with sheep
and enttle, he must work on Satwrdays and
ot Bundayvs.  This gradnal shortening  of
honrs is raising the standavd of living in the
cities and lowering it in the country. It is
an appalling state of affairs, this shortening
of the working week {or a few when others
have to work far too long. heeause we have
a huge avea of counfry to develop, and un-
ending wark to he done with so few willing
to do it.

HON. J. 3. HOLMES (Nourth) [340]: T
have eavefully read His Excelleney’s Speech,
ad T appreciate and cndorse its kindly
references to the late King Grorge V., and
also its reference to King Edward the VITL.
Whilst we in local politice may differ, it is
generally  recogmised in this eountry that
when we refer to King and Empire,
we all speak with one mind and one voice.
[ desire to refer to the loss sustained by the
House in the defeat of Mr. R. G. Moore and
Mr. EL L. Yelland at the last elections. They
were with us for some time and they hoth
fulfilled their iduties to the best of their
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abilitv. I am afraid the electors of this
country are not as generous as were the
clectors in Ameriea when, during a religious
revival at one thue, there proved to he more
clmrghes than organists, and some radicals
pe=ted up a nolice reading “Don’t shaot the
organist; he's doing his best.” Those two
gentleman I have named honestly did their
best in this House, but the electors have
thought otherwise. Nevevtheless, I desire to
place on record my appreciation of their
services. Also 1 desive to welcome the Hon.
E. M. Heenan aud the Hon. G. B. Wood,
and to congratulate them on their advent
to this Chamber. | am certain they will
live up to the traditions of the past and will
have a hetter appreciation of this Houwse now
they are ingide it than they bad when they
were outside. T can assure them that when
thex are prepared to bring forward any-
thing for the hetterment nf the ecommunity
they, or aither of them, will have the sup-
port of a suhstantial majority of the Cham-
ber. J am sorry 1 did not speak in fimef
to make reference to Mr. Wood's father,
whom I knew as a boy many years ago. Like
other speakers, I desire to eouple the hon,
menber’s nwne with that of his father. [
should like to assure My, Craig that his fears
of what may rvesult from the introduetion of
a H-liour week are not likely to be fulfilled.
1 think Queensland leads the van in the in-
dusirial legislation of Australin. Only the
other day T picked up the following state-
ment by fthe Industrial Commissioner of
Queensland, . Webb, and his colleagues:

No Thirty-hour Week,

In Queensland the rombined industrial unions
have asked the State Industrial Court to fix a
working week of 30 hours.  Their advocate
spoke for an entire day. Ife contended that
greater employment wonld result, but the guoes-
tion of how industry could carry the burden
of a2 30-hour week at AS-hour wages—am in-
tegral part of the application—he did not touch
upon.

Hon. F. 1. Gray: What paper i= that
from?

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: The paragraph con-
tinues—

It was hardly necessary for wage-payers io
state their side of the case. President Webb,
for himself and his colleagues, pointed out that
to grant the applicatien would ‘paralyse in-
dustry*?; the cane-sugar industry, for one,
would e destroved—as is plain as a pikestaff.
He added that the 30-hour week was just about
as practicable as a one-hour day, and told fhe
unions that ‘‘unchallengeable facts’™ were
azainst them.
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S0 it will be scen that thinking wen, con-
trolling the Avbitration Court, have declared
that industry would be parvalyzed if this
scheme for a 30-hour week were brought
mto practice.

Ton. .J. M. Maclarlane: Quote the recom-
mendations of Geneva,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The Speech con-
tained very Dittle, except what wmembers
could obtain From departmental liles. True.
it contmined a hoast that we finished the
vear with o surplus of £85,000. That
looked very well in the Speech, but when
we analyse fhe financial position, I do not
think it will be found to be at all satistae-
tory. [ have made an amalysis in order
that we way know exactly how we stand.
Quite a2 muuber of facts need to he con-
sidered.  Fivst of all, the vevenne last year
was C10,053,000, or £702,000 more than in
the previons vear. To get £702,000 more of
revenne than in the previons year, and finish
with o surplus ot only £85,000, is, fo my
mind, no justification for the Government's
throwing houquets af themselves, As to
speeial State grants received from the Comn-
menwealth, I give the following figures :—

£
Jouaan
500,000
GOLNE0
733,000
£33,800

Hosr-ae

That is a matter which T suggest the
Dominion League would not mention, but it
is a fact nevertheless that we have had tho=e
wnounts by way ol special grants for this
State. Now turn to Lthe financial emergeney
tax. In 1953 other items were incladed, but
the tax prodoced £202,34G. In 1934 other
taxes were again ineluded and the amount
received was £H1,716.  In 1935 the total
veveived  Ivom  linaneial emergeney tax
was £6584979. aud lust vear it was £827,118.
It 1s interestine to nofe that in 1934 this
tax produced £200,000 more than in 1933:
in 1933 it produced £473,000 more than in
1933 and in 1936, £624,000 more than in
1843, Yet the Government elaim that they
have not imereased taxation. TIf they have
not inereased taxation, the question arvises,
where did the £621,0600 come from? Con-
sidering all these evedits, coupled with the
fact that the Government received £702,000
motre revenur last year than in the previous
vear, I do not think they have mueh o
hoast about. We shonld rememher also ihat
there was a general adjustment of the
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finances between the Commeonwealth and the
States at the 30th June, 1927. The whole
matter was straightened up and the Siates
were given a clear start, Part of the undor-
taking was that the States should pay 4
per eent. per annum sinking fund on the
doficits, as they occurred. That was quite a
reasonable proposition because there was no
asset o represent the deficits. If money
be borrowed to build a railway, there is an
asset, but there is no asset for deficits. This
Parliament passed legislation providing for
4 per cent. sinking fund on money used for
defieit purposes, and that 4 per cent. was
to be a definile charge on the revenue from
year to year. Nine years have clapsed since
that arrangement was made and we have not
yel paid a penny towards that sinking fund.

Hon. L. Craig: And are not likely to.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not know
about that. We should pay our debts.

Hon. L. Craig: Of course we should,

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: I hope to gonvince
the Itouse that if we do not meet that obli-
gation, we may find ourselves in serious
trouble. During the ninc ycars we have
built up a deficit of 5% millions, and we
should be paying 4 per cent, on that amount.
Had we begun to make payments only last
year, the sinking fund would have amounted
to at least £200,000 chargeable against the
revenue for last year. That in itself wounld
wipe out the surplus of £88,000 of which
the Government boasi. If we calenlate the
amount of sinking fund owing since the
arrangement was made with the Common-
wealth, we find that the total is £1,140,000.
If the Commonwenlth Government made a
demand to-morrow upon this State Lor that
£1,140,000 to he paid out of our revenue,
where should we get it?

Hon. L. Craiz: From the Commonwealth,
of course.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Borrow more
mouney for that purpose! The longer we
negleet this obligation, the more compli-
cated the matter becomes. We talk aboutf
balaneing the Budwet. We have been dodg-
ing balancing for the last nine years and
sooner or later a day of reckoning must
come. The sooner we face the position, the
better, What stage are we reaching in poli-
tics in this country? If we, in good faith,

pass legislation and  underiake 1o
do a certain thing, and then set
the matter at defiance for nine years,
what ecan we  expect  from  the
men working under awards of the
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Arbitration Court? When they set the
law of the country at defiance, we criticise
their action, but what about Parliament,
afier giving an undertaking, making no
effort to honour it? One is inclined to ask,
what is the matter with the nations of the
world to-day? What is the matter with
the Commonwealth? What is the matter
with the State? What is the matter with
the individual? Have they all ‘reached
the stage when they eonsider that might is
right? Are we in this Parliament to dis-
regard right and wreng; to say in effect,
‘¢ Never mind what we agreed to do, might
is right; we have the numbers behind us
and will do as we please’’? Those are not
my ideas of what should be expected from
Parliament. A few weeks ago the Prime
Minister of Australia, speaking in Sydney,
boasted that the Commonwealth during the
last year had paid off £10,000,000, and that
the States were reducing their deficits and
that everything was right. Certainly Aus-
tralia did pay off £10,000,000, but the Com-
monwealth Government, on behalf of the

States, borrowed £21,400,000, and the
States borrowed £1,987,000, a total of
£23,487,000. Thus, after paying off £10,-

000,000, we were £13,387,000 further in debt
at the end of the year as compared with
the beginning. Coming to the Finaneial
Agreement, 1 find that the Commonwealth,
sinee 1927, has borrowed, on behalf of the
States to finance State deficits, £67,340,000.
There is no asset to represent that £67,340,-
000. Men in publiec positions should not
tell only one side of the storv. They are
the servants of the publie, who ure entitled
to hear both sides. Under the Financial
Agreement the States as a whole should be
paying £2,700,000 a vear into the sinking

fund. This State has not paid a penny
during the nine years. Neither has South
Australin.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is in respect to
defieits?

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: Yes. New South
Wales has paid £463,202; Vietoria £13,276,
Queensland £16,383; and Tasmania £3,900.
Thug £496,761 has heen paid by four States
in nine years, whereas in the last year
alone £2,700,000 should have been paid.

The Honorary Minister: Where did you
get vour figures?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: These are figures
for which I wrote. I read the Prime Min-
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ister s statement in the Press and then sub-
mitted a series of questions in order to
get the other side of the story. I am too
old a parliamentarian to quote anything
that T cannot substantiate.

Hon. G. Fraser: Or to give a direet ans-
wer.

The Ionorary Minister: Will you give
a guarantee that the figures are official?

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: Yes. TUnder the
Financial Agreement money has to be
borrowed for deficit purposes, on which
4 per cent. sinking fund is payable annually
out of the State’s revenue. The fact re-
mains that this State obtained five and a
quarter million pounds from somewhere to
finance the revenue account. If it was money
horrowed for railway construction, bridges,
publie schools and the like, and it had been
used to square the deficit aceount, this may
be called political honesty, but it is not com-
mer¢ial honesty,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have we not passed
railway Bills to enable the Government to
horrow more money?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Everything is done
to assist the State to square the ledger. The
policy has heen one of berrow and spend.
Before {the Financial Agreement was passed,
thanks to the wise heads of this State, a
compulsory sinking fund of 10s. per cent.
on every pound borrowed was established.

Hon. L. Craig: The sinking fund had to
he kept up.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. When we
rot into difficulties and wanted to square
up things, and get a fresh start, the Comi
monwealth Government brought forth the
Financial Agreement.  Under that agree-
ment the sinking fund was reduced from
10s, per cent. to 7s. 6d. per cent. The Com-
monwealth Government agreed to pay 2s. 6d.
per cent., and the State paid 5s. per cent.,
and so obtained an advantage of 5s. per
cent. which should be reflected in the bal-
ance sheet, because the sinking fund is a
charge upon Revenue. With regard to new
loans, the Financial Agreement provided for
a 10s. per cent. sinking fund, the Common-
wealth to provide 5s., and the State 5¢
There again the State was let off 5s. per
cent. These reductions should reflect in the
balances from year fo year, but de not
appear to show there. When I looked up
the tabulated returns showing the rates of
interest, T found that in 1931 the rate was
4.55 per cent., and in 1935 it was 3.62 per
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cent,, representing a reduetion of nearly 1
per cent. in interest. I we take our loan
indebtedness and apply that 1 per
eent. reduction in  interest, it works
out at an amount approximating £200,-
000 per annum. Why 1is that redue-
tion of interest not reflected in the bal-
ances to a greater extent than the £88,000
to whieh I have referred? All this money
has been extracted from the publie. Every.
thing has been done to assist the Stafe to
meet its obligations, but we arve drifting From
bad to worse all the time. I have looked
up financial authorities to find out what
per ecapita indehiedness a country such as
ours can carry. Those authorities elaim
that for n community to live in rea-
sonable comfort the per capita in-
debtedness should not cxceed £100.
I find, however, that the State indebl!ness
comes to nearly £200 per head, so close to
that figure as not to make any differcnee,
On top of that, there iz the £30 liahility
representing our quota of the Federal debt.
This State, thercfore, iz asked to earry on
with a per capita indebtedness of £250,
when the finaneial experts of the world say
that £100 per head is all that a community
can carry and live on in reasonable
comfort. In view of these faets, I
cannot throw any bouquets at Min-
isters responsible for eonducting the
affairs of the State. They should have done
a great denl hetter: anyone who has analvsed
the fizures will admit that it has been more
or less a jamboree. Governments have spent
every penny they could get hold of, and
dodged paying every penny of debt they
eould avoid. That is as clear as the nose
on my face. Where is such a policy going
to end? T{ seems to me that no one cares.
I said to one man the other day, “Yon don’t
seem to mind about the position. So long
as you may participate in the plunder, sell
galvanized iron or bar-iron, yon do not care
how much we borrow or spend, or where
the money is to eome from to repay thati
which iz borrowed. It is politieal dishon-
esty.”

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Sufficient for the day
is the evil thereof.

Hon. J. J. HOLMIES : Another matter is
troubling me. There is one set of eonditions
in this State for the North, and another set
for the South. It seems to me tlat those
who bave the biggest pull get the mnst done
for them. TIn the far flung North, which
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has not foo many representatives in Par-
liament, things are allowed to go on for 25
years that wonld not be tolerated in the
South for 23 days. The only explanation 1
can offer for this is the policy of might
against right. We know that in the Legis-
Jative Assembly the North is represented
by four members against 46 for the South;
and in this House we have three members
for the North and 27 for the South.

Hon. . Cvaig: The North is well vepre-
sented.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
would not say that if he took a trip to the
North and saw what goes on there,

The Honorary Minister : T.ook at the
quality of the representation.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES: We are entitled to
be referrved to as honourable members of the
Legislative Council. I will give one illnstra-
tion. Leprosy is likely to become a wmienace in
the North. The trouble has been going on for
25 vears, hat ho one seems fo have done very
much in comnection with it. ANl Govern-
ments are to blame for this. The disease has
been spreading in the North for the last 25
vears, until the position has become alarm-
ing. Recently in the South a few cases were
reported, and immediately a special com-
mittee of four Government officers was ap-
pointed to segregate the patients and keep
them away from the puablic. Wor the last
25 years the lepers in the North have been
allowed to mix with other people, hut it
seems impossible to wet anything done. The
position heeame so bad in Broome that T
spent eight days there investigating it. T
compiled a report founded on faet. Tt
seemed desivable that this rveport should he
published, but when it was prepared it was
considered fo he so alarming that it was
deemed desivable not to publish it. On the
Gth June last T sent copies of the report to
the Minister for Health, the Minister for the
North-West, and the Minister in charge ol
Aborigines, The people of the North are
still vestless and want to know what is going
to he done, They know about the appoini-
ment of the special committee to deal with
the few cases in the Sonth, and they want
to know what is to be done in the North.

Hon. A. Thomson: Tenders have hoeen
called for a leprosarium in the North?

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: Yes, to provide for
100 patients. The Chief Protector of
Abhorigines informed the Minister for the
North-West the other day that the doctor

[COUNCIL.]

who had been sent out to investigate foumd
2] eases, The Chief 1'rotector did not tell
the public through the Minister that there
are 70 cases of leprosy at Derby now
waiting to po into hospital, and 20 at
Beagle Bay, The Bishop there told me he
was alarmed to think what mizhe happen
when the authorities began to number the
leprous cuses amongst the respective tribes,
ven with the leprous area provided for 100
cases it would be filled as soon as completed,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J. J. ITOLMES: When we adjourned
for tea, 1 had pointed out rhat provision
is now being made to accommodate 100
lepers.  The pusition regarding leprosy has
heeonte su serious that I can toueh only
on the fringe of the trouble. It is so
alarming that the public would be aroused
it thex knew the whole truth and nothing
but the truth. 1 admit that all Govern-
ments for the fast 23 years have been move
ur lesy responsible for the present situation,
and ! am not therefore blaming the present
Government in partienlar. I am endeav-
ouring to face the facts. RBefore tea I
mentioned the leprosarinm that will aceom-
modate 100 lepers and 1 understand that
at present there ave 70 lepers at Derby
and ahont 20 at Geagle Bay.  Although Dr.
Cook was brought here 12 vears agu to
deal with this problem, it is only within
the last yvear that anything has been done.
Dr. Cook is an anthority on leprosy and I
think he is af present the Commonwealth
officer who deals with that disease through-
ont the Commonwealth territory and not
State territory, In 1924 Dr. Cook subnmit-
ted a report at the request of the State
Government, in which he had the following
to say:—

Be it first remembered that leprosy is one
of the most terrible diseases 1u which the
human raee is suseeptible. If a community is
entitled to protect itself from the ravages of
disense, eertainly leprosy is one that should ciaim
immediate attention, There are long incuba-
tion perinds, say, from two to five, or even, 20
Years hefore there are any recognised signs.
Lepresy is a dangerous disease inasmuch as
whilst in its Iatter stage it is a very distress-
Ing malady, it is capable of spreading from
Jatient to contacts and thes perpetuating its
existence in our midst. To those conversani
with the conditions in the Xorth-West, the de-
sirability of immediate aetien against the
sprend of leprosy is made more apparent by
the  following  faets: Tweprosy hus  spread
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inongst blicks and is alremdy sonongst
ihe white~. and even if matters ave remedied
inuediarely, further cazes must be expeeted to
:lppvnr.

That was 12 vears age. 1 understand that
at that time the lepers in the North could
he counted on the fingers of one’s hands:
to-day I am atraid to say how many lfepers
there are estimated to be up there. Twelve
years ago Dr. Cook recommended that a
speeial doctor should be appointed to exam-
ine the aborigines to ascertain the extent
ol the disease, but 11 vears elapsed hetfore
any =uch appoiniment waz made, Twelve
months aro Do Davis was appointed and
he is now ont amongst the natives endeay-
ouring to ascertain how many lepers there
are amoengst them., The amnoying part is
that while there are at the ountside half a
dozen lepers—these way have come from
the North—down south, a special commit-
tee has heen appointed at once to deal with
the segregation of those sufferers. Tn the
North this state of affairs has gone on for
25 vears until now the disease has spread
fo an alarming extent. Down here the few
lepers have to be specially eatered for and
vear in yvear out the Prineipal Medical
Officer claimed  that  the Thospital
srounds in the respective towns up Norih
should be the places where the lepers
should he held. The hospital grounds are
swrronttded by wire fences. but these nrve
Ioken down for the greater part of the
time. (iates arve open and the lepers ean
wander in and out as they think fit. Fow-
ever, that is the view that T understand
the Prineipal Medieal Offieer takes regard-
ing leprosy. On enc occasion, I think, he
stated that in Furope the anthorities did
nnt isolate lepers af all. but that assertion
wns combated by another medieal offieer
who said that there were 20,000 leprosy
he=pitals in Furope dealing with the segre-
mation of individoals suffering from fhat
disease. Those in ceharge of the Beagle Bay
Alizsion have done wonderful work amongst
the aborigines and recently they brought
out a1 man and his wife—hoth are doctors
andl the wife has had experience in Basi
Afriea amongst the lepers there—to deal
with this particular phase of native life, and
Tiizhop Raible, who is in charpe of the mi--
sion, told me that at Beagie Bay not only
do the doctors sewregale the leper patients
fram other aborigines, but they segregate
the ehitlldven of those suffering from leprosy

has
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from the other mative childven. Members
will see that we have a hich public offirer
fsizting upon what i+ necessary is to treat
the lepers in the hospital grounds up North
and at the same time we have special pro-
vision made in the South to deal with the
half dozen cases that have eropped up lere,
On top of thar, we tind the latest medieal
imporiations treating the disease by means
of igolation, together with the isolation of
the progeny. In view of these faets, it is
time someone woke up and took notice. It
is time we solved this problem. Jt cannot
o on as it has for the last 24 years. Bishop
Raible fold me he was alarmed regarding
the number of aborvigines who might be
found to be suffering from leprosy. That
lends point to the statement that this leprosy
problem has been neglected toe long. While
I deelined to publish the report bevanse of
the wlarming conditions disclosed, 1 have
waited for 2% months for some answer from
the Govermment as to what they propose
to do, bui so far no answer has been forth-
comitg.  Apart from anything else, we owe
a duty {o the aborigines. When this State
was granted responsible Government, the
Tiperial authorities imposed an obligation
upon us to look after the interests of the
aborigines while there was one living within
the State. One obligation was that there
should be a Chief Protector of Aborigines
as a statutory appointee lo see that theg
aborigines  were properly cared for. 1In
recent yvears T do not think there has been
any attempt to folfil that obligation. The
question has now eropped up as to when an
aboriginal eeases to be an ahoriginal. Tt
appears  fhat under some departmental
arrangement between the Aborigines Depanrt-
ment and the Health Departinent, when a
native heromes a leper he ceases to be an
aboriginal and is supposed to be controlled
by the Health Department. The respensi-
hility imjiosed upon ws hy the Imperial
authorities was to see that the natives were
properly carved for and T do not ‘think that
responsiility should be side-tracked as he-
iween one department and another.

The Honorary Minister: Would yvon sne-
west that the Medical Department and the
Ahorvieines Department shonld hoth  deal
with the question of leprosy

Hon. J. 1. HOLMES: T take it that the
Prineipal Medical Officer is responsible for
the health of the white seetion of the com-
munity and the Aborigines Department is
responsible for the care of the natives. The
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Aborigines Department should see that the
officials of the Health Department are carry-
ing out their obligation to the native, We
are totd that there is no money available
for suech puvposes. That has been the ex-
cuse in the past. Tt may not be cither the
Principal Medical Qfficer or the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines who is at fanlt, but the
fact remains that the position of the natives
has been neglected for many years.

Hon. A, Thomson: Is it intended to
accommodate the white lepers in the same
compound as the aborigines?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 am not c¢lear on
that point. I do not know whether there is
any separate arrangement for them. There
may be at the new hospital at Derby.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is fo be hoped that
there is.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The excunse has
heen given that no money ean be set apart
for this purpose, but cven there I can point
to one set of c¢onditions for the North and
another for the South. One can take a
motor run to Fremantle and traverse Stirling
Highway. There one will find that the tram
lines were pulled up, moved to one side and
put down again at considerable expense. Just
about the time that work was completed we
were told that trolley buses were to be pro-
vided for the run over that section. We
know that trolley buses do not run on fram
rails. Then there is that enormous school
building at Jast Perth. Tt may or may not
be justified, but the faect remains that the
Government can find money for works of
that description, but tell us that no money
is available for the eare of the ahorigines
who at one time owned this eountry. The
British Government recognised that fact and
imposed conditions that we were to carry
out respecting the natives,

Hon. A. Thomson: The £80,000 speat on
trolley buses could have been hetter expended
in the North.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: I agree with
you, and so do the residenis there. :

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Private enterprise
bas already provided a motor bus service
over that route that would be a credit to
a city in any part of the world. Tha Gov-
ernment can find money to go in and push
them off the road but they cannot find money
for the care of the aborigines who at one
time owned this country. I do not prepose
to say any more on the subject of leprosy.
I regret to have to refer to it at all. I
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tried to get something done without letting
the public know the full facts. I have only
just touched upon the fringe of it in the
hope that the subject will be dealt with.
1 notice in the Lieut.-Covernor's Speech that
£500 has been ser uside for the subsidy of
the flying doctor sevrviee for the North. I
think very few people, exeept those who
visit the North, have any eonception of what
that service means to the Nortk, When it
is realised that the pioncers who go bhun-
dreds of miles out-back with their wives and
childven now know that if a doetor is
argently requived he will go out and give
immediate attention, oc will take them into
hospital where they will he properly aceom-
modated, 1 do not Lhink that £300 a year
provided by the Govermnent is adequate.
1 notice also in His Exeelleney’s Speech the
following paragraph:—

Relief measurces beenuse of the drought in
the north-eastern portion of the wheat belt
live involved considerable expenditure which
must he continued during the present finaneinl
year.

The next pavagrapit reads—-

As the pastoral areas have also been seri-

ously affeeted by a shortage of rain, the wool-
vlip may be substantially redueed.
I am sorry to think that the reduced wool
clip is the only consideration in the minds
of the Government, I do hope that they
will realise that the North is up against one
vl the most serious droughts ever expeni-
enced. In the North there are stations which
it has faken 50 years to establish. They
have built up wonderful flocks of shecp.
These sheep lave been shorn every year
perhaps for the last 40 or 49 years, but this
vear some of the stations will not be able
to muster their sheep, The sheep are
not in a condition to be mustered.
When we remember what we owe to the
pastoral industry which has been more or
tess established with private money, and
remember that the agrieultural industry
hus heen financed hy the (overnment to
the extent of 30 millions of money and is
still being financed, because the men
threaten to walk off their holdings—

Hon. A. Thomson: Thirty millions, did
vou say?

Hon. J. J. 1IOLMES: I am speaking
from memory. I understand it is £15,000,-
000 from the Agricultural Bank and
£15,000,000 from other sourees. When we
remember that these people threaten to
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walk off unless they get more money, and
that the people in the North are not threat-
ening to walk off, but are prepared to
battle on, I hope that the present Govern-
wment will take the position of the North
inte consideration.

Ilon. . Thomson: I presume they are
retting enongh to eaf.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: When I was at
Carnarvon three months ago sheep were
being shipped from Geraldton, having been
fattened in the southern areas, carvied hy
steamer to Carnarvon and in Carnarvon
were slaughtered by the butcher for domes-
tic purposes. Beef was being brought from
Wyndham in the State steamers’ freez-
ers,  landed  at  Carnarvon, and  dis-
tributed amongst  the  stations  over
a radius of 1000 miles. That is the
pozition these men find  themselves in
after battling for so many vears. All
J ask is that members individnally and col-
lecetively see that evervbody has a fair
deal.  That is all we want, but T do not
think we have had it. 1 am hoping for
better things from the CGovernment and
shall be disappeinted if they do net give
gonwe assistance to the people of the North.

The Honorary Minister: What kind of
assistance are yvou antiempating?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T have seen a sug-
gestion in the Press that the renis should
he redueed. Half a loaf is better than no
bread.

The Honorary Minister: I think the pas-
torakists are well satisfied with the way
this Gevernment has freated them.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They are not com-
plaining now; bat is the pasteral indusiry
to o out of existence for want of support?
Is the agrienltural industry to be spoon-fed
hevause the men threaten to walk off their
holdings it they do not get assistanee? On
the other hand because the sqnatter goes
battling on and makes no complaint, is his
site of the question not to be considered at
ail? I ask members to see that all sec-
tion< of the community et a fair deal.

The Honorary Minister: You must rea-
li=e that every request which has heen
made by the pastoralists in a reazonable
aml decent sort of wax has been considered
and dealt with by this Government.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The question is
what decision did the Government arrive
at? T have raised these points simply in
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order that the Honorary Minisier may tell
us when he replies what the Government
propese to do to assist these people. The
Lieuf.-Governor’s speech concluded with an
expression of hope that Providence might
hless our Iabours. If this Government and
Parhament will see that each and every
section of the community get a fair deal,
surely we may expect that Frovidence will
hless cur labours.

On motion by Hon, C. . Wittenoom
debate adjourned.

Hanse adjourned at 8.11 pm.
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QUESTION—QUEENSLAND FORESTS,
LTD.

AMr. WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that a large number of West Austra-
lian eitizens are shareholiders i Queensland
Forests, Limited. a company registered in
New South Wales? 2, Has he noticed the
statements regarding that company and its
associated corporations made by Mr. John
Ness, member for Dulwich Hill in the New
South Wales House of Assembly, as reported
in the “West Australian” newspaper in
June? 3. As these statements, if true, indi-
cate that there 1s considerable risk of loss
and hardship being inflicted on a large num-
her of persons in this State, will he give
consideration to  assoeiating the Waestern
Australian Governmenf with a request being
made to the Federal Government for a
Koyal C'ommission to inquire into the activi-
ties of the company mentioned?



